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VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis arrives for an annual meeting with diplomats
accredited to the Holy See, at the Vatican January 10, 2022. In his address, the
pope called for an urgent reality check against misinformation about COVID-19
vaccines, and for increased efforts so everyone has access to vaccines. Story
page 12. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

SAINT JOHN — (Photo left) Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John spends a moment in
prayer before the nativity scene at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John at the
beginning of Mass for the Solemnity
of the Nativity of Lord on Christmas eve.
Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

OTTAWA — Bishop Raymond Poisson,
president of the Canadian Conference
of  Catholic Bishops said they are
working on dates for the Indigenous
delegations’ visits with Pope Francis in
Rome. Story page 2. (CCCB photo)

SAINT JOHN — Throughout the
Diocese of Saint John parishes, along
with the diocese, are offering creative
ways to continue religious education
and spiritual growth through online
opportunities. Story page 6. (CNS photo)
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New FreemanThe

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Rescheduling the Indigenous
delegations’ visits with Pope Francis in Rome
in the midst of the Omicron-fuelled global
COVID resurgence is not going to be easy, but
the parties are committed to moving forward.

“A number of the elements are fluid, which
adds to some of the logistical challenges,” said
Neil MacCarthy, who is taking care of com-
munications for the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] on the trip.

The Métis National Council [MNC] is anx-
ious to get the trip back on the rails, said MNC
president Cassidy Caron, but the Omicron
threat is a major concern for elderly residen-
tial school survivors and their families.

“The health and safety of our delegates,
their families and the communities we will be
returning to is our number one priority,” Mr.
Caron said. “As soon as it is safe to do so,
we look forward to bringing our stories of
the Métis nation over to the Vatican to share
with Pope Francis.”

A delegation of bishops returned to Canada
from Rome on December 18. While in Rome,
CCCB president Bishop Raymond Poisson
told Vatican News, “We don’t want to leave
Rome without a date. We are in discussions
about that. It’s in the spring — next spring,”
Bishop Poisson said in an online audio inter-
view. “We will do this visit in the spring and
that will also be the gate open for the visit of
the pope in Canada.”

A final timeframe is still being worked out.

Bishops aim for spring meeting with the pope
“Delegation dates are provided by the Vati-

can. Given the unique circumstances (multi-
ple meetings with the Holy Father in close prox-
imity as well as a final audience with all), there
are limited windows available for such a meet-
ing,” Mr. MacCarthy explained in an e-mail.

The CCCB has yet to propose the new dates
to the three Indigenous political organizations
represented on the trip, which had originally
been scheduled for December 17 through 20.
The Assembly of First Nations  [AFN] first
announced on December 7 it would not send
its delegates, prompting emergency online
meetings among the AFN, MNC and Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami with CCCB delegates al-
ready in Rome.

Bishop Poisson predicted that in Canada,
Pope Francis is very likely to echo the apol-
ogy offered by Canada’s bishops at the end
of the CCCB’s September plenary meetings.

“The pope can be a brother bishop with
the other bishops of Canada, uniting together
on the same apology and recognition of what’s
happened,” Bishop Poisson said.

The next step will be discussions about the
dates with the three Indigenous organizations,
said Mr. MacCarthy.

“Rest assured, it is the desire of all partners
involved in the delegation to continue with
the meetings at the Vatican as soon as possi-
ble in 2022,” he said.

In addition to the 27 official Indigenous del-
egates and half-dozen bishops going to Rome,
an unofficial delegation of about 150 Indig-
enous Catholics and others are expected to
make the trip, Bishop Poisson said.§

Pope encourages business leaders
who try to put employees first
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Competition, the mar-
ket system and need to answer to stockhold-
ers can and do challenge business owners and
leaders who want to put the needs of em-
ployees and the common good first, Pope
Francis said.

"Persevere and don't be discouraged," the
pope told 90 business leaders from France
January 7. Accompanied by Bishop
Dominique Rey of Fréjus-Toulon, the leaders
were making a pilgrimage to Rome.

"I find it very beautiful and courageous that,
in a world often marked by individualism, in-
difference and even the marginalization of the
most vulnerable, some entrepreneurs and

business leaders have at heart the service of
all and not just the service of private interests
or restricted groups," the pope said. "I have
no doubt that this represents a challenge for
you."

The pope said the clash between ideals and
reality, which he spoke about Jan. 1 on the
feast of Mary, Mother of God, also is at play
in the lives of business leaders who want to
operate "according to the heart of God," but
find themselves having to deal with "the eco-
nomic and financial systems currently in
place, which often make a mockery of the
Gospel principles of social justice and char-
ity."

When that happens, he said, the leaders
must not "try to camouflage" the fact, but

(continued on page 3)
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Bishop stresses the importance of the family in Christmas homily
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — For his homily on De-
cember 24, the Solemnity of the Nativity of
the Lord, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of
the Diocese of Saint John took the opportu-
nity to affirm the family. “More than ever fami-
lies need to be encouraged and supported as they
strive to live out their vocation and mission as
domestic churches, witnessing to God’s love
for his people and building up the Church and
the Kingdom of God,” he said at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Saint  John.

Today as families face so many challenges,
Bishop Riesbeck called on people to “care for
those families that have become wounded,
fragmented, or alienated, especially in these
days where there is so much division around
pandemic-related issues.”

Acknowledging the difficulty this can cre-
ate within families he said, “we need to fight
the virus and not each other, especially with
hurtful judgments and resentments towards
those, even in our own family circles, who
might disagree with our points of view. This
threatens harmony and unity in our families
which are called to be icons of love, uncon-
ditional love.”

Calling parents the first evangelizers and wit-
nesses of the Gospel to their children, he noted
that assisted by godparents and grandparents,
they are “the first to educate them [the chil-
dren] in the faith by creating a home where
tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and
disinterested service are the rule, according
to the Catechism [of the Catholic Church].
It’s in the family that one first learns to love
and to be loved, to forgive, to reconcile, to
bless. It’s in the family that children in ado-

lescence learn to know God and to trust him.”
“The family is the place where an authen-

tic community of persons develops and grows,
which is so necessary to counteract and trans-
form an increasingly individualistic society,”
Bishop Riesbeck continued. “When a family
becomes a school of virtue and a community
of love it’s an image of the loving commun-
ion of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
It’s then an icon of the Trinity, a sign of God’s
love among us.”

Recognizing that there will always be strug-
gles along the way, Bishop Riesbeck said, “one
knows from experience that this is not al-
ways easy to achieve. There are countless
sacrifices to make in our families.”

Saying that “family prayer is key,” he of-
fered some suggestions for ways that families
can grow closer to one another and to Jesus,
and become a true sign of the love of God:

• Consulting the resources for the Year
Amoris Laetitia Family (March 19 2021-June
26, 2022) to help strengthen family life (avail-
able at dioceseofsaintjohn.org/amoris-laetitia-
family-year)

• Praying a simple blessing before meals,
the Angelus, the rosary, or other devotions as
a family

• Taking time each day to share what God
has done in your life, and thanking God for
his blessings

• Reading the mass readings together prior
to Sunday Mass

• Participating together in charitable
outreach

• Participating in the Sacraments, especially
the mass

Calling this “a Christmas like no other,”
Bishop Riesbeck reminded everyone that “we
need Jesus more than ever.” In response to
Jesus, the greatest gift of all, he said that “the
greatest gift we can give him in return is to let
him be born in our hearts anew.”

Encouraging everyone to, “invite him into
the inn of your hearts, into your home, into
your life,” Bishop Riesbeck said, “Let’s open
our hearts wide to welcome our saviour so
that we truly experience the lasting peace and
joy only he can give.”

“The miracle of Christmas reproduces it-
self every time we celebrate the Eucharist,”
Bishop Riesbeck said. “We are blessed be-
yond measure to be able to encounter the Lord
in a real way whenever we receive him in the
Eucharist. God is not distant; he is close to us
in every way. Let’s share the joy of knowing
Christ’s peace and love with the people around
us so that all may know the true meaning of
Christmas.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued form page 2)
they must bring it to
their prayer, which is
the best place "to unify
the beautiful and the
ugly things of which
life is made up, to
grasp better the inter-
weaving and the
meaning in God's per-
spective."

Pope Francis
also told the business
leaders that what he
has told pastors about
"smelling like the
sheep" applies to
them as well and in-
volves knowing their

employees, their talents, dreams and strug-
gles.

And, he said, the best exercise of authority
is to share it when possible, recognizing and
encouraging every employee to contribute
what he or she can to the business.

"The Christian manager is called to con-
sider carefully the place assigned to all the
people in his or her company, including
those whose duties might seem of lesser
importance, because each is important in
God's eyes," he said. Even if being the boss
sometimes means making tough decisions,
there should be a general approach of al-
lowing "each person to give the best of him-
self or herself, to feel that he or she is par-
ticipating, to bear his or her share of respon-
sibility and thus contribute to the good of the
whole."§

Pope encourages business leaders

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (TNF photo)
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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:
why do we do this?

Recently I had the honour of gathering at the parish church with
several families and welcoming into the Christian community a new
member.  Ferguson “Fergus” is a little over four years of age. Sur-
rounded by family and friends as well as by members of the parish
community, Fergus seemed to both tolerate and often enjoy the atten-
tion paid to him. Certainly, his parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts
and cousins were in a happy space.  Fergus’s baptism was something
for everyone to celebrate.

Over the years, in a variety of communities I would estimate I have
celebrated the baptisms of 1500 or more new Christians. Some of
those we welcomed were adults, most have been children, many
infants. Each time it is both a thrill and a joy to welcome these new
Christians into the community. Often, we have done this in the setting
of a Sunday Eucharist where the whole community welcomes their
newest member. Always the welcome is a gift of the whole commu-
nity.

For Fergus, his baptism was a beginning of his life as a disciple of
Jesus. Like the disciples we hear of in the Gospels, or the crowd that
surrounded John the Baptist and Jesus at the River Jordan (Luke
3:15-16, 21-22), Fergus was beginning a journey of faith that would
be life-long. As he began this journey, the Spirit was poured out upon
him as it was upon Jesus. With the Spirit, like Jesus and the disciples
who have gone before us, Fergus has been acknowledged as a be-
loved of God.

Baptism is part of our sacramental tradition. This tradition acknowl-
edges the wonder of all created reality. This created universe, includ-
ing our humanity is an expression of God’s overwhelming love. We
do not easily grasp this. As well, all of the sacraments, including
baptism, are part of life journey in a community of faith. Neither
Fergus nor any of us make this journey alone.

The baptism of Fergus was a beginning of a communal journey.
Many were involved. First of all parents, grandparents and others of
his family gathered around him. This family want to share many things
with him. Among the gifts they want to share is the faith tradition they
have. They wish their child to be surrounded by the same loving faith

community that they themselves have
had.  They want their child to be part
of their own journey.

Our faith community wants the same for him. We want him to join
us on our own journey, to be part of us. And so we welcome him and
express our commitment to share our faith, our love and our support
for him in the years to come. We also speak for the whole of the
Catholic community of faith. We are a family of faith to which we
have now gathered a newly welcomed member.

If we look for it, we will find it. We are a communal faith. Our
Christian Scriptures are gifts for this community. Whether gospels or
letters or prophetic proclamations, they are for communities of faith.
Paul writing to the community in Ephesus is clear about our commu-
nal character: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all.” (Ephesians 4:4-5)

Baptism, like all of our sacramental tradition, is about relationships
— with God, with the community of faith and with one another. Our
Catholic tradition is not about individual seekers. It begins with the
old initiating the younger into the tradition. It continues through life
always in the context of community, with each of us being carried
and carrying one another.

Who has carried you on your faith journey?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Indoor masses on hold indefinitely in Quebec
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

MONTREAL — Except for funeral ceremonies with up to 25
attendees, Quebec’s churches will remain empty for the foreseeable
future.

The province has restricted any indoor public worship services or
social gatherings — even for an entirely vaccinated congregation —
as it contends with rising case counts of COVID-19.

This edict from Premier François Legault’s government became
active New Year’s Eve.

“We’re at the worst of the pandemic so far,” Mr. Legault said at a
December 30 press conference. “Cases are underevaluated due to (at
home) rapid tests, and we risk surpassing hospital capacity in the
coming weeks.”

Churches are not alone in being hit with harsher restrictions. Gyms,
restaurants, retail stores, workplaces, gathering halls and entertain-
ment venues have been levied either outright closure demands or
stingier capacity allowances. The province has also decreed a 10 pm
to 5 am curfew.

No projected end date has been publicized for the latest restrictions.
These new measures expand on what the province had already put

in place in the days leading up to Christmas. On December 20 the
province suddenly mandated that all places of worship impose a vac-
cine passport system where only fully vaccinated worshippers could
attend services.

Many Catholics didn’t take this lightly. Evelyn Campbell, the
catechetical leader for Corpus Christi Parish, just outside of Mon-
treal, was a key planner of a 40-hour virtual vigil that culminated with
a public prayer service for religious freedom on the steps of Mary,
Queen of the World Cathedral in Montreal December 22.

“We just felt that irrespective of vaccination status, everybody should
be allowed to pray and to worship at the liturgies,” said Ms. Campbell.
“Many of us volunteers in the parish were really upset with the gov-
ernment introducing this mandate, so our response is that we need to
pray about this.”

On December 23, Cardinal Gérald Lacroix chose to close indoor
collective celebrations in the Quebec archdiocese until January 10 as
a “strong gesture of solidarity with vulnerable people as well as with

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

What we do in private
No one is an island; indeed, no one is ever really alone. If you are a

person of faith or even just someone with a highly attuned intuitive
sense, you will know that there is no such thing as a truly private act,
for good or bad. Everything we do, no matter how private, affects
others. We aren’t isolated monads whose private thoughts and acts
have no effect on anyone else. We know this, and not just from our
faith. We know it intuitively by what we sense in our lives.

How do we sense what lies hidden in the privacy of other people’s
lives? Conversely, how does what happens in the privacy of our own
lives affect others?

We don’t have a metaphysics, a phenomenology, or a science through
which we can tease this out explicitly. We just know it is true. What
we do in the private recesses of our hearts and minds is in some ways
sensed by others. Every religion worthy of the name teaches this,
namely that we are all in some real, mystical, symbiotic communion
with each other where ultimately nothing is truly private. This belief is
shared by basically all the great world religions — Christianity, Hindu-
ism, Buddhism, Islam, Taoism, and American and African Native re-
ligions. No religion allows for a private sin that does not affect the
whole community.

This explains some of Jesus’ teachings. Jesus teaches that it’s not
only our outward actions that help or hurt others; it’s also our inner-
most thoughts. For him, not only may we not do harm to someone
we hate, we may not even think hateful thoughts about him in our
private thoughts. Likewise it is not enough to discipline ourselves
sexually so as to not commit adultery, we have to even discipline the
erotic thoughts we have about others.

Why? What’s the harm in private thoughts?  It is more than the
danger that if we think certain bad thoughts about others we will
eventually act them out (true though this may be). What is at issue is
something deeper, something contained explicitly in the Christian no-
tion of the Body of Christ.

As Christians, we believe that we are all members of one living
organism, the Body of Christ, and that our union with each there is

more than metaphorical. It is real, as real
as the physicality of a living body. We are
not a corporation, but a living body, a living organism, where all parts
affect all other parts. Hence, just as in a live body, healthy enzymes
help bring health to the whole body, and infected and cancerous cells
threaten the health of the whole body, so too inside the Body of Christ.
What we do in private is still inside the body. Consequently, when we
do virtuous things, even in private, like a healthy enzyme, we help
strengthen the immune system within the whole body. Conversely,
when we are unfaithful, when we are selfish, when we sin, no matter
that this is only done in private, like an infected or cancerous cell, we
are helping break down the immune system in the body. Both healthy
enzymes and harmful cancer cells work in secret, below the surface.

This has important implications for our private lives. Simply put,
nothing we think or do in private does not have an effect on others.
Our private thoughts and actions, like healthy enzymes or infected
cells, affect the health of the body, either strengthening or weakening
its immune system. When we are faithful, we help bring health to the
body; when we are unfaithful, we are an infected cell challenging the
immune system within the body.

Whether we are faithful or unfaithful in private affects others, and
this is not something that is abstract or mystical. For example, a
spouse knows when his or her partner is unfaithful, irrespective of
whether or not the affair is exposed. Moreover, the spouse knows
this not just because there may be subtle betrayals of the infidelity in
the other’s body language and behaviour. No, she knows this at a gut
level, inchoately, mystically, because in some dark inexplicable way
she senses the betrayal as a strain on the health and integrity of their
marriage. This may sound more metaphorical than real, but I invite
you to check it out in life. We feel infidelity.

We know some things consciously and others unconsciously. We
know certain things through observation and others intuitively. We
know through our heads, our hearts, and our guts, and through all
three of these faculties, sometimes (because inside of a body all parts
affect each other) we know something because we sense it as either
a tension or a comfort inside our soul. There are no private acts. Our
private acts, like our public ones, are either bringing health or disease
to the community.

I leave the last words to the poets: If you are here faithfully, you
bring great blessing. (Parker Palmer)  If you are here unfaithfully,
you bring great harm. (Rumi)

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
the staff of the entire health network and all those who help fight the
pandemic.” Just over a week later, the decision was taken out of
Lacroix’s hands entirely.

Currently, outdoor masses are still allowed in the province, some-
thing the Archdiocese of Montreal took advantage of for its Christ-
mas services. Archbishop Christian Lépine added 10 outdoor masses
on December 24 and 25 to ensure vaccine-free congregants would
not be entirely cut off from the Christmas celebrations.

Though Ontario took a step back into a modified Stage 2 of its
pandemic re-opening roadmap with harsher restrictions starting on
January 5 for at least three weeks, little has changed for worship
services. While previously as many people as possible could enter the
building as long as physical distancing protocol was followed, the
new restrictions of 50-per-cent capacity are in line with the realities
that came with physical distancing.

New Brunswick moved to level 2 of the Winter Action Plan on
December 27. This means faith venues must operate at 50% ca-
pacity with physical distancing  collecting names of attendees by
row or having a consistent assigned seating plan is required for gath-
erings without proof of vaccination; and no choirs. §

Masses on hold indefinitely
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Healing campaign details coming soon
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A national framework for a five-year, $30-million fundraising cam-
paign in aid of healing and reconciliation with residential school survi-
vors and their communities is coming in the new year, Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] vice president Bishop William
McGrattan has told The Catholic Register.

It was hoped that plans for the campaign, first announced Septem-
ber 27, would be complete by November, but getting the framework
in place for a national diocese by diocese effort has turned out to be
more complicated than first thought.

“We’re doing this work and it’s just taken longer than expected,”
Bishop McGrattan said. “But I hope that it will be in the new year, in
January or February, that these announcements of details would be
able to be shared with the public and with Catholics.”

Extra care is being taken to ensure that mistakes made with the
2008-2014 “best efforts” campaign will not be repeated, an insider on
the campaign organizing committee told The Catholic Register.

The organizing committee, made up of bishops, finance officers
and fundraising experts from dioceses across the country, is focused
on ensuring the campaign is consistent with the 94 Calls to Action
that came out of the 2015 final report of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, the source said.

“We realize that it has taken longer than expected, but it’s important
that we do this right and that we make sure that it is both transparent
and that it demonstrates accountability,” Bishop McGrattan said.

“We’ve drawn upon the expertise of people in terms of govern-
ance, yes fundraising and also legal, because we do have to make
sure that these funds are received by a non-profit and are directed to
a non-profit organization or initiative. There are a lot of details.”

Unlike the previous $25 million “best efforts” campaign that raised
just $3.7 million, the CCCB commitment to raise $30 million over five
years is absolute. If parishioners and donors fail to give the full amount,
dioceses will make up the difference. Much of the organizing effort
has gone into ensuring that, while bishops can be held accountable

for the money raised, they are not seen as directing or dictating how
the funds are spent.

Dioceses or regions will form local committees of Indigenous lead-
ership to consult with bishops on the disbursement of funds for In-
digenous priorities.

“We’ve started the process here in the Archdiocese (of Edmonton)
to reach out to Indigenous leaders, to help us to discern the needs that
are in the community. Might there be some programming that exists
already in the community that can be supported by the dollars that are
raised?” Edmonton Archbishop Richard Smith told a press confer-
ence December 2. “This is going to be unfolding over the next little
while, but I think the key thing for us to keep in mind is that these
efforts will be Indigenous discerned and Indigenous led.”

While the national campaign will be largely locally driven, larger
dioceses with higher fundraising ceilings and less exposure to Indig-
enous communities may share some of the funds raised with smaller
dioceses where Indigenous reconciliation needs are greater, a source
told The Catholic Register.

Not just the bishops but the whole Church has to take responsibility
for the legacy of residential schools and the failures of past cam-
paigns, Mi’kmaq elder and former New Brunswick Lieutenant Gen-
eral Graydon Nicholas told The Catholic Register in September.

“They said the Catholic involvement will raise money (in the 2006
Indian Residential School Settlement Agreement). One was to con-
tribute toward the Aboriginal Healing Foundation and the second one
was in fact to raise more money for other purposes. Of course we
know those targets weren’t met,” Mr. Nicholas said.

“I didn’t hear too many priests from the pulpit or many bishops (during
the failed best efforts campaign) saying, ‘Hey, look this is something we’re
responsible for — this is something we have to do.’”

Rather than a mere financial commitment, Mr. Nicholas said the
campaign must build lasting relationships between non-Indigenous
Catholic parishioners and Indigenous communities.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
announed last month the launching of a financial appeal, in unon with
all Atlantic dioceses, to assist in this national campaign of the CCCB.§

Diocesan education offerings shift online
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — The new year, 2022, began with a wave of new
Covid-19 restrictions as the Omicron varient surges throughout the dio-
cese, the province, the nation and the world. However the mission of the
Church continues, and diocesan leaders remain vigilant in forging ahead
and providing offerings for faith formation during this unique time.

In these days, when in person gatherings are restricted, faithful can
make use of online platforms to continue to grow in their relationship with
Jesus.

One such offering is Abundant Life, an evangelization series that aims
to help people grow deeper in their relationship with Jesus through the
Holy Spirit. Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John,
enlisted the help of priests and seminarians to give live talks for each of the
eight weeks. More than 170 participants have signed up from across the
diocese, as well as other regions of Atlantic Canada and beyond. To find
out more visit dioceseofsaintjohn.org/abundant-life-evangelization-series.
Registration for this series closes Sunday, January 16.

Another exciting offering this winter is Alpha, a highly effective and

interactive program to introduce people to the person of Jesus. Partici-
pants will experience 11 weeks of community while exploring and discov-
ering God’s great love, and asking the tough questions in an open,
nonjudgmental environment. Everyone is welcome to join, regardless of
all, or no faith background. Alpha is being offered through Holy Spirit
and St. Croix parishes beginning on January 18 and is open to every-
one. For more information and to sign-up email Susan Nicol:
SusanNicol2016@gmail.com.

Many religious education classes have also shifted online, espe-
cially those focussing on the Sacraments of Initiation as parishes find
new and creative ways to form our children in the faith. Parishioners
are asked to contact their parishes directly for more information.

There also continues to be many opportunities for personal growth
and renewal through organizations like Amazing Parish, Parish Cata-
lyst, and Divine Renovation. An upcoming webinar on March 1 fea-
turing Father James Mallon, Nicky Gumble and Bishop Robert Barron
called, What is God saying to the Church?, focusses on lessons learned
during the pandemic and how to move forward. Visit the diocesan
Facebook page frequently for information on this and other webinars.

(continued on page 7)
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Basilians celebrate humble bicentennial
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

It’s funny how 200 years can sneak up on you, but the Basilian Fathers
plan to celebrate their bicentennial quietly, modestly, prayerfully, humbly.

“Our ancestors would shoot me for bragging about the Basilians, be-
cause we’re not hardwired that way,” Basilian superior general Father
Kevin Storey told The Catholic Register as plans for the 2022 year of
celebrations are still coming together.

“Let’s say I was going to brag about the Basilians. I would say that, for
a congregation that is tiny, tiny, tiny in reality — compared to Dominicans,
Franciscans, anything like that — I think we have the highest percentage
of doctorates of any religious order in the world,” Fr. Storey said.

The Basilians don’t collect graduate degrees in fields as widely divergent
as physics, philosophy, education and of course theology to land better
jobs or impress their friends and family. Their roots are in teaching. As
their motto — “teach me goodness, discipline and knowledge” — implies,
they strive to do it well.

The Congregation of St. Basil came together rather gradually in the
shadow of the French Revolution and the Reign of Terror, teaching school
in the Ardeche region, south of Paris. Though teaching in a Catholic school
might be a fairly safe career choice in Canada today, it was dangerous
work in the first decades of France’s Third Republic. Catholic clergy
were treated as enemies of the state, forced to swear an oath of allegiance
to the republic over and above any loyalty to the pope. Any hesitation
would be overcome by the guillotine.

Before the turn of the 19th century, Father Joseph Lapierre was asked
by Archbishop Charles-François d’Aviau Du Bois-de-Sanzay of Vienne to
take over Catholic education for boys in the rural hill town of Saint-
Symphorien-de-Mahun, at the north end of the Ardèche. By 1802 the
school was expanding and the handful of priests and seminarians moved
their school south to Annonay.

In 1822, on the Feast of the Presentation of Mary, the 10 priests and
seminarians working at the Annonay school formed a sort of association.
Religious orders were banned. Until then they were simply the teaching
priests of Annonay. But when they made a commitment to one another,
they chose the Greek philosopher and theologian St. Basil the Great as
their patron. In the fourth century St. Basil had argued in favour of study-
ing pagan literature and engaging with non-Christian ideas. The Basilians
had chosen a patron who did not want to retreat into an intellectual ghetto.

Ever since then, the Basilians
have been on the move.

In 1850 the decidedly
French bishop of Toronto,
Armand François Marie de
Charbonnel, was trying to fig-
ure out what he could do for
the Irish Catholics he was
called to lead. He remembered
his Irish teacher from his own
education in Annonay and
called Father Patrick Malony
to come help him. Eventually
there were four Basilians in
Toronto, just enough to found St. Michael’s College in 1852.

“To have 10 founders who sent 40 per cent of the community over to
the new world to be able to do some ministry — that generosity of spirit,
that trust in wherever we’re going, still is part of our DNA,” said Fr.
Storey.

Over time the Toronto Basilians came to be the main hub for a growing
North American mission of teaching in high schools and universities and
pastoring parishes. In 1922 the North American branch of the order was
separated from the French foundation, with its curia (administrative head-
quarters) in Toronto. The two branches came back together in 1955, but
Toronto remained the centre.

From Toronto, the Basilians spread out across Canada, founding St.
Mark’s College in Vancouver, St. Joseph’s College in Edmonton, St. Tho-
mas More College in Saskatoon, Assumption College in Windsor, St. Tho-
mas University in Chatham, N.B. Most of these became affiliated with
larger, provincial universities, securing a place for Catholic education in the
first rank of Canadian higher learning.

But the Basilians also went south to found the University of St. Thomas
in Houston, Texas, the Aquinas Institute and St. John Fisher College, both
in Rochester, N.Y.

Along with the universities, there were high schools, including St.
Michael’s College School, Bishop Michael Power High School, St. Basil
the Great College School and Father Henry Carr Catholic Secondary School,
all in Toronto.

In 1961 the Basilians ventured further south into Mexico. They have
pastored and taught in Mexico City, Puebla and Tehuacán. Following from
there have been their schools and parishes in Colombia.

Fr. Storey recognizes that once again the centre and the future of Basilian
life is shifting, just as it shifted from Annonay to Toronto 100 years ago.
The future of the Basilians will be Hispanic, in Mexico, Colombia and the
United States.

“There is a kind of passing of the torch in the Basilian congregation,” Fr.
Storey said. “Vocations are really blossoming in Mexico and Colombia.
Vocations are not blossoming in Canada and the United States.”

The year of bicentennial celebration for the Basilians will begin in prayer.
“We’re inviting every Basilian to make a spiritual pilgrimage of important

people and places in their lives — whether it was their first place of min-
istry, whether it was a spiritual director, whether it was a church or a
retreat that really helped turn them around,” Fr. Storey said. “We’re invit-
ing people to make that spiritual pilgrimage.”

In the summer the pilgrimage will be a little more concrete with Basilians
travelling to Annonay June 5 and then Rome June 12, where they will
receive a blessing from Pope Francis. The year will culminate with a
November mass in St. Basil’s Church in Toronto.§

Icon of St. Basil the Great from the
St. Sophia Cathedral of Kiev.
(Wikipedia)

(continued from page 6)
The last two years have shown that God is not limited by pandemic

restrictions. The Holy Spirit continues to move in powerful ways,
and there are tremendous opportunities to grow in community, re-
sponding to the great commission and making disciples of all nations.
Bishop Riesbeck reminds each person, “this time is not an interrup-
tion, but a disruption. We do not need to spend our lives on pause,
waiting for things to pass. Let’s continue to hold one another in prayer,
giving God permission to use us to build up his Kingdom, even in
these challenging days.”

A reminder that parishes continue to offer in person worship through
regular mass times, Adoration and confession while adhering to  gov-
ernment protocols. Individuals should contact their local parish.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She can
be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Diocesan education offerings
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January 16, 2022      Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Isaiah 62.1-5

The bridegroom will rejoice over the bride.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 96.1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 9-10ac (R.3)
R. Declare the marvellous works of the Lord

among all the peoples.

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 12.4-11
One and the same Spirit allots these gifts to each one

individually just as the Spirit chooses.

Gospel: John 2.1-12
Jesus did the first of his sings in Cana of Galilee.

Sunday’s Liturgy

• Commercial • Industrial
• Residential • Construction

JOHN FLOOD & SONS

(1961) LTD.
SINCE 1848

634-1112
32 Frederick St.

Saint John

My top 10 books for 2021
By RON ROLHEISER, omi

I’m not a literary critic, nor pretend to be. Simple fact, I don’t read
enough. A busy, pressured life affords me only some smaller win-
dows of time within which to read anything that’s not directly related
to my ministry. Nonetheless, I try to be faithful to a discipline I set for
myself years ago, namely, to read eight to ten pages every day
from a book (magazines and newspapers don’t count). In a nor-
mal year that adds up to some three thousand pages.

Among the books I read this past year, which would I most recom-
mend?  What’s my list for 2021?

Among non-fiction books, books on spirituality, human growth,
and personal transformation, I recommend the following books:

1.Dorothy Day, On Pilgrimage, The Sixties – A Chronicle of faith
and action through a decade of protest, idealism, and change, by
Robert Ellsberg.

In recent generations, we haven’t produced many Dorothy Days,
namely, spiritual writers who have stood out so singularly for their
personal engagement in both social justice and personal piety. Saints
aren’t always activists and activists aren’t always saints. Dorothy
Day was both. Robert Ellsberg lived with her during the last years of
her life, is her literary executor, and has put together this wonderful
collection of articles Dorothy wrote during the turbulent 1960s, a
decade that spawned one of the most massive social and religious
revolutions ever.

2.Human (Kind) – How Reclaiming Human Worth and Embracing
Radical Kindness Will Bring Us Back Together, by Ashlee Eiland.

I bought this book as a gift for someone else and had the good
sense of reading it first to see if it was true to its glowing reviews.
It was, and more. This is a series of autobiographical essays by a
young Afro-American woman who, for me, helps explicate how
the Sermon on the Mount might be lived today. An exceptional
book! Struggling to be kind in an unkind world.

3.Elderhood, Redefining Aging, Transforming Medicine,
Reimagining Life, by Louise Aronson.

The title is a good synopsis of the book. A medical doctor work-
ing with elderly persons, Ms. Aronson challenges our health care
system towards a deeper compassion and each of us towards a
better understanding of aging.

4.Still Christian, Following Jesus out of American Evangeli-

calism, by David Gushee.
This is an autobiographical account of Gushee’s religious and aca-

demic journey, from an early (deep and authentic) conversion to Evan-
gelicalism to how the voice of his own conscience eventually strained
his relationship to that expression of Christianity, though not his rela-
tionship to Jesus. Anyone, of any denomination, who is struggling
with his or her church, will profit from reading this book.

5.Living Between Worlds – Finding Personal Resilience in
Changing Times, by James Hollis.

Psychology with a soul. No therapist can solve your problems,
but he or she can help you find a bigger story that can give more
meaning and dignity to your misery. This book does that.

Among fiction books, here are the books that touched me in
2021:

6.Oscar and the Lady in Pink, by Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt.
This is an older book (c2002), a short book, and a translation

(from French). It’s a collection of fictional letters that a dying
young boy writes to God. Deceptive in simplicity and deceptive in
depth. A worthwhile read.

7.Payback, by Mary Gordon.
On principle, I read anything Mary Gordon publishes. She al-

ways has something important to share. This book measures up.
Payback is Mary Gordon writing about the cancer we call re-
venge and the consequences we pay for confusing catharsis with
closure.

8.Whereabouts, by Jhumpa Lahire.
Again, given her previous works, Ms. Lahire is an author I read on

principle. This book is somewhat different in genre from her other
works, but it doesn’t disappoint. Someone once said that wisdom is
distinct from knowledge in that wisdom is intelligence fused with
understanding. That’s Ms. Lahiri’s signature trait, and this book bears
that signature.

9.Miss Garnet’s Angel, by Salley Vickers.
Someone sent me this book while I was in recovery from a major

surgery. It’s a book about “miracles”, not the kind where you walk
on water, but the kind that is just as real, more meaningful, and more
hidden within our normal lives.

10. The Forest of Vanishing Stars, by Kristen Harmel. A fictional
account about a number of Jewish families trying to escape the Nazis
by hiding in a deep forest. This story can seem a bit fantastical ini-
tially; but, though it’s fictional, it’s actually a composite account of
the flight from the Nazis through this particular forest by a number of
actual historical families.

The book you need to read finds you, and finds you at the time
when you most need to read it. That’s been true in my life. I’m not
sure why these particular books found me this year, but they’re the

ones that I needed at this time in
my life. Admittedly, they may not
speak to you in the same way.

But happy reading. Of
these books, or of others.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser,
theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted
through his website  www.
ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.
facebook.com/ronrolheiser §
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Doggone it: When a papal point misses the mark
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Context is everything.
But sometimes Pope Francis assumes people
know him and the context of his words.

When they don't, hackles are raised.
One case in point has garnered huge pub-

licity, again: Pope Francis' view on couples
having pampered pets instead of children.

The nervous laughter in the Vatican audi-
ence hall January 5 should have tipped him
off that he was heading for a mishap.

Speaking at his general audience about the
importance of parenthood, both literal and
spiritual, Pope Francis again brought up his
concern about a "demographic winter," espe-
cially in Europe, where birthrates are consist-
ently below death rates.

The pope spoke about the suffering of cou-
ples who cannot have children and about the
bravery of those who choose to adopt.

But what stuck in many people's craw was
when he said that "many couples do not have
children because they do not want to, or they
have just one — but they have two dogs, two
cats. Yes, dogs and cats take the place of
children."

When people laughed, he responded, "Yes,
it's funny, I understand, but it is the reality.
But this denial of fatherhood or motherhood

diminishes us, it takes away our humanity."
In his audience talk and when discussing

the "demographic winter" December 26, the
feast of the Holy Family, Pope Francis men-
tioned the practical problems declining birth-
rates have for a nation, especially when it does
not have enough young workers paying taxes
to support the pensions and health care of the
elderly.

The issue has long been a concern for Pope
Francis, who has made it clear he does not
believe Catholic couples need to have as many
children as possible, but he does believe coun-
tries and companies should enact policies that
make it possible for couples to have the chil-
dren they long for.

But the idea of some couples being selfish
has been part of his discourse, too. In fact, in
Fratelli Tutti in 2020, he wrote, "a decline in
the birthrate, which leads to an aging of the
population, together with the relegation of the
elderly to a sad and lonely existence, is a sub-
tle way of stating that it is all about us, that
our individual concerns are the only thing that
matters."

And, seeming to pick on those who would
rather dote on their dogs or cats is not new
for him either.

The fur also flew in June 2014 after Pope
Francis preached at an early morning Mass
in the chapel of his residence with couples

Jesus is star guiding people to joy, pope says on Epiphany
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Just as the Magi were
guided by a shining star, Christians can rest
assured that the light of Christ will guide them
to a happy and meaningful life, Pope Francis
said on the feast of the Epiphany.

"The Magi teach us that we need to set out
anew each day, in life as in faith, for faith is
not a suit of armour that encases us; instead,
it is a fascinating journey, a constant and rest-
less movement, ever in search of God," the
pope said.

Pope Francis celebrated the feast day mass
in St. Peter's Basilica January 6.

In accordance with an ancient tradition,
after the proclamation of the Gospel, a dea-
con chanted the announcement of the date of
Easter 2022 (April 17) and the dates of other
feasts on the church calendar that are calcu-
lated according to the date of Easter.

After celebrating mass, the pope led the
recitation of the Angelus prayer with visitors
in St. Peter's Square.

In his Angelus address, the pope said that
in prostrating and worshipping baby Jesus,
the humble Magi showed that their true wealth
did not lie in fame or success, but in "their
awareness of their need of salvation."

Like the Magi, Christians must also follow
their example of humility, otherwise, "if we
always remain at the centre of everything with
our ideas, and if we presume to have some-
thing to boast of before God, we will never
fully encounter him, we will never end up
worshipping him."

"If our pretensions, vanity, stubbornness,
competitiveness do not fall by the wayside,
we may well end up worshipping someone
or something in life, but it will not be the Lord,"
the pope said.

Earlier, in his homily at mass, the pope re-
flected on the journey of the Magi to Bethle-
hem. Although "they had excellent reasons not
to depart," having already attained knowledge
and wealth, the three men "let themselves be
unsettled" by the question of where the Mes-
siah would be born.

"They did not allow their hearts to retreat

celebrating big wedding anniversaries.
Again, he spoke of the pain of couples unable

to have children and of the suffering of parents
whose child is ill. But that didn't cause alarm.

According to the Vatican newspaper, the
pope told the couples that "Jesus does not
like marriages in which couples do not want
children, in which they want to remain fruit-
less," who think "not having children is better,
this way you can travel and see the world, you
can have a house in the country and relax!"

Such a culture, the newspaper quoted the
pope as saying, suggests "it is more comfort-
able to have a little dog and two cats" to love,
but at end of such a marriage, "old age ar-
rives in solitude, with the bitterness of awful
loneliness: it is fruitless."

Speaking to reporters returning to Rome
with him from Panama in 2019, he said he
saw something there that he didn't see in Eu-
rope. "They hold up their children and say,
'This is my victory, this is my future, this is
my pride!' In the demographic winter we are
experiencing in Europe — below zero in Italy
— this should make us think: What is my
pride? Tourism, a villa, a small dog or raising
a child?"

Still, he has praised some attention to pets,
like at the Chrism Mass in 2020 when he
lauded priests who are so close to their peo-
ple that they even know their dogs' names.§

into the caves of gloom and apathy; they
longed to see the light," the pope said. "They
were not content to trudge through life, but
yearned for new and greater horizons. Their
eyes were not fixed here below; they were
windows open to the heavens."

(continued on page 10)

Pope Francis (Vatican Media)
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Montreal identifies 46 abuse complaints
Ombudsman releases second quarterly report

By CATHOLIC REGISTER STAFF

MONTREAL — The Archdiocese of Montreal has received 75 for-
mal complaints, 46 of which relate to abuse, dating back to 1950,
according to the second quarterly report compiled by an independent
ombudsman.

The report by Marie Christine Kirouack was released December 15
and listed complaints filed against members of the Church from May
5 until November 30. Her first interim report was released in mid-
September.

Of the abuse complaints, 30, or 65.2 per cent, are related to sexual
abuse while the remainder are alleged psychological, financial, physi-
cal or spiritual abuse.

Ten of the abuse complaints (sexual or other) have been referred to

external investigators, while nine others are in the hands of religious
communities concerned.

The report also said there were 20 complaints concerning prob-
lems between a member of the clergy, church wardens or an em-
ployee that are being addressed by the Office of Pastoral Personnel.
Nine other complaints are before the vicar general. The report also
records 30 complaints not within the ombudsman’s jurisdiction.

“These people need to be comforted and comforted in their feel-
ings,” said Ms. Kirouack, a Montreal lawyer appointed ombudsman
by Archbishop Christian Lépine. “I hope this report will encourage
more victims to file complaints. I assure them all in advance of my
understanding of what they have lived or are still living.”

Most of the complaints, the report says, are against religious com-
munities. Of the 43 people targeted by the complaints, 22 are mem-
bers of a religious order, 18 are clergy and three are lay people or
employees of a religious order, the report says. Most of the com-
plaints — 61 per cent — date back to the 1950s and ’60s, with two-
thirds of the victims being under the age of 18. Repeated abuse was
alleged by 47 per cent of victims.

“It is with an open mind that I receive this second report from the
ombudsman,” said Archbishop Lépine. “On one hand, we are con-
stantly striving to improve our internal procedures. On the other hand,
there are people who have remained silent for a very long time about
events that turned their lives upside-down. It is my sincere hope that
by attentively listening to victims today, people will feel the freedom
to speak.”

Archbishop Lépine established the ombudsman position in May to
assure victims of abuse that their voices will be heard and acted upon.
The position was one of the major recommendations of the Capriolo
Report from November 2020. In it, former Superior Court Justice
Pepita Capriolo examined the archdiocese’s handling of the case of
ex-priest Brian Boucher who was sentenced to eight years in prison
in 2019 for the abuse of two minors. Her report concluded the Church
had a culture of secrecy, lacked accountability and was not interested
in addressing the abuse. §

(continued from page 9)
The "spirit of healthy restlessness" that led them on their journey,

he explained, was "born of a desire" to seek something greater than
themselves or what they possessed.

Christians also must live their journey of faith like the Magi, which
"demands a deep desire and inner zeal," and they must ask themselves
whether their faith has remained stagnant in a "conventional, external
and formal religiosity that no longer warms our hearts and changes
our lives," he said.

"Do our words and our liturgies ignite in people's hearts a desire to
move toward God or are they a 'dead language' that speaks only of
itself and to itself?" he asked. "It is sad when a community of believ-
ers loses its desire and is content with 'maintenance' rather than al-
lowing itself to be startled by Jesus and by the explosive and unset-
tling joy of the Gospel."

Departing from his prepared remarks, the pope said it was also sad
when a priest or bishop closes the door to a desire for God and
instead falls into "clerical functionalism."

The current crisis of faith in life and in society, he added, is "related
to a kind of slumbering of the spirit, to the habit of being content to
live from day to day, without ever asking what God really wants from
us."

And, he said, Christians must allow themselves to be "unsettled by
the questions of our children, and by the doubts, hopes and desires of
the men and women of our time."

Their journey, he said, also mirrors the upcoming Synod of Bish-
ops on synodality, which is a time of listening "so that the Spirit can
suggest to us new ways and paths to bring the Gospel to the hearts of
those who are distant, indifferent or without hope, yet continue to
seek what the Magi found: 'a great joy.'"

The Magi's journey ends with the adoration of baby Jesus, Pope
Francis noted.

"Indeed, our hearts grow sickly whenever our desires coincide
merely with our needs," the pope said.

"God, on the other hand, elevates our desires; he purifies them and
heals them of selfishness, opening them to love for him and for our
brothers and sisters. This is why we should not neglect adoration: let
us spend time before the Eucharist and allow ourselves to be trans-
formed by Jesus," he said.§

Jesus is star guiding people to joy
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DIOTTE, FATHER
SAMUEL JOHN — The
death of Father Samuel
John Diotte, a retired priest of
the Diocese of Saint John,
occurred in the Miramichi Re-
gional Hospital on Tuesday,
December 21, at the age of
eighty-nine. Father Diotte
was born in Newcastle, NB,
on October 12, 1932, a son
of James and Florence
(McKay) Diotte. After study-
ing in local schools, he spent

five years in the Royal Canadian Navy serving on the HMCS Quebec
and the HMCS Magnificent and then became a teaching brother with
the Brothers of Charity for twelve years in Sherbrooke, QC. Eventu-
ally discerning a vocation to the priesthood, he began studies for the
Diocese of Saint John in Holy Heart Seminary, Halifax, NS, complet-
ing them in St. Peter’s Seminary, London, ON. He was ordained a
priest by the Most Reverend Joseph Neil McNeill, D.D., bishop of
Saint John, on June 19, 1971 in St. Mary’s Church, Newcastle. After
ordination he served as associate pastor for six years in Our Lady of
the Assumption Parish, Saint John, with special concern for the
Francophone population of the city, and for three years in St. Dunstan’s
Parish, Fredericton. While at St. Dunstan’s, he began serving the
Francophone population of Fredericton and in 1981 was named founding
pastor of Paroisse Sainte-Anne-des-Pays-Bas, Fredericton. Father Sam
served this parish until 1986 when he was named pastor of St. Bridget’s
Parish, Renous. In 1989 he was transferred to Holy Rosary Parish, Minto,
and St. Joseph’s Parish, Chipman, where he served until 1994. From
1994 until 1999 he was pastor of Paroisse Saint-Francois-de-Sales, Saint
John. From there he went to St. Gertrude’s Parish, Woodstock, until
2003. At that time, he was named pastor of his home parish, St. Mary’s,
Miramichi, and administrator of neighbouring St. Samuel’s Parish,  where
he served until 2006.  From 2006 until his retirement in 2008, he was
pastor of St. Samuel’s Parish. At various times he also served with the
Legion of Mary, the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Women’s League,
the UNBSJ Chaplaincy, and on several diocesan committees and coun-
cils. 

Father Sam is survived by his sister Mary Palmer (late Don) of
Winnipeg, MB, and by his brothers Vincent (late Florence) and Patrick
(Gladys), both of Miramichi, as well as by his sister-in-law Muriel
Sherrard. He was predeceased by his parents and his brother John.

Father Sam’s Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated in St. Mary’s
Church, Miramichi. Arrangements were in the care of Davidson’s
Funeral Home, Miramichi.

MULHOLLAND, DOREEN —  It is with great sadness that the family
of Doreen Mulholland announces her passing at Turnbull Nursing Home
on December 12, 2021. Born in Saint John on September 8, 1937, she
was the daughter of the late Mark and Mary (Duggan) Sullivan.

Doreen will be lovingly remembered by her daughters: Beth (Jeff) Fry,
and Margot (Everett) Nilsson; grandchildren: Courtney (Jeff) Fournier,
Ryan Fry, Robert Hanlon (Sarah), William (Martine) Chenhall, Nicole
Hanlon, and Thomas Hanlon (Chloe); great grandchildren: Joseph Hanlon,
Owen Hanlon, Fletcher Chenhall, Dean Hanlon, and Olivia Reynolds; sis-
ters: Ann Vautour, Kathryn Clark, and Margaret Record; as well as several

nieces, nephews, and great nieces and nephews.
Besides her parents, Doreen was predeceased by her son Mark

Mulholland, brothers John and Harold Sullivan, and brothers-in-law Jean
Vautour and Donald Record.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held  from the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

DEMPSTER, WILLIAM ADRIAN — William Adrian Dempster
passed away peacefully at Bobby’s Hospice on December 15th, 2021.
Bill was the son of George and Anne Dempster (Beamish) and grew
up in East Saint John.

Bill is survived by sisters: Marie Burchill of Saint John, Betty (Terry)
Shorey of Riverview and Susan Dempster of Saint John; plus many
nieces and nephews.  He was pre-deceased by his parents; brother,
Arthur J. F. Dempster; and brother-in-law, Malcolm Burchill.

Funeral arrangements were in the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home,
Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place from Our Lady of
the Assumption Parish.

McLAUGHLIN, JOHN ROBERT — t is with great sadness that we
the children of John Robert McLaughlin announce his peaceful pass-
ing on December 19th, 2021, at the age of 97 at his residence,
Ridgewood Veterans Wing, Saint John, NB.

Dad (John) was born April 12th, 1924, in Saint John to Leo B. and
M. Teresa McLaughlin (nee Murphy).

John was predeceased by his wife, his one and only love Rita M.
McLaughlin (nee Cavanaugh). He is survived by six sons, Joseph
(Debbie), Michael, John Leo, Robert (Janet), David (Alison), Peter;
three daughters, Ann Marie, Teresa Gallant, Helen; 10 grandchildren,
in order of birth, Angella Mercer (Troy), Paula (Chris), Catharine
Hovey (Ben), Joel Machum, Ellen McCurry (Dave), Mackenzie Gal-
lant, John (Jamie), Laura (Matt), Patrick Gallant (Sarah), & Paul; 5
great-grandchildren, Elizabeth & Amelia Mercer, Lyra & Maiya Hovey,
& Arthur McCurry; brother-in-Law Vincent Cavanaugh; sisters-in-
law, Catherine & Connie McLaughlin, & Lorraine Cochrane; son-in-
law Kenny Gallant.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated from Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X
Church), Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery.

HAGGARTY, MARIE OLIVINE ‘GEMMA’ — Family and friends
are sadden at the loss of Maria Olivine “Gemma” Haggarty on Dec
22, 2021, at age 82, at the Saint John Regional Hospital.  Gemma was
born on January 2nd, 1939, to George and Alphonsina (LeBreton)
Holmes in Tracadie, New Brunswick.

Gemma is preceded in death by her parents, brother Robert (Bob),
sister Mary and brother-in-law Andrew Valdron, and brother-in-law Arthur
Menier.

She is survived by her husband Frank Haggarty, sister Alice Menier,
brother Jonny Holmes (Phyllis), her two daughters Carol-Ann Haggarty
(Dana Bartlett), Danielle (Mike Mills), son Donald Haggarty, granddaugh-
ters Olivia, Jessica, Jenna and Charlotte, grandson Dana, two great grand-
sons and many nieces, nephews, great nieces, and great nephews.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle “Fallsview” Funeral
Home, Saint John.  A Mass of Christian Burial was held from Our
Lady of Assumption Catholic Church, Saint John.  Interment will be
at a later date in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.§

Obituaries

Father Samuel John Diotte
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Pope calls for 'reality check' against misinformation about vaccines
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The COVID-19 pandemic calls for an
urgent reality check against baseless information and for increased
efforts so everyone has access to vaccines, medicines and diagnostic
tools, Pope Francis told diplomats from around the world.

He urged individuals, governments and the international commu-
nity to recognize the effectiveness and importance of immunizing as
many people as possible as part of fighting the pandemic, which he
called a "grave moment in the life of humanity."

"Vaccines are not a magical means of healing, yet surely they repre-
sent, in addition to other treatments that need to be developed, the
most reasonable solution for the prevention of the disease," the pope
told ambassadors from the 183 countries that have diplomatic rela-
tions with the Vatican.

At his annual meeting with the diplomatic corps January 10, the
pope also told them that facing today's challenges "will require hu-
manity to join together as one great family that, starting from differ-
ent viewpoints, should prove capable of finding common solutions
for the good of all."

In his speech, the pope highlighted his hopes and concerns regard-
ing the state of the world, ongoing wars and violence, the arms trade,
today's "cancel culture," the treatment of migrants, the importance of
increased funding for education and the need to step-up efforts for
universal vaccinations for COVID-19.

Recalling the passing of Archbishop Aldo Giordano, a well-respected
Vatican diplomat who died of COVID-19 in December, the pope told the
ambassadors the fight against the pandemic still calls for "significant ef-
fort" by everyone — on a personal, political and international level.

Effective vaccination campaigns have decreased the risk of the "severe
repercussions of the disease," he said. "It is therefore important to con-
tinue the effort to immunize the general population as much as possible."

Individuals have a duty to care for themselves and their health, which
includes "respect for the health of those around us," he said. But
"sadly we are finding increasingly that we live in a world of strong
ideological divides" where people let themselves be influenced by ide-
ologies built upon "baseless information or poorly documented facts."

"Every ideological statement severs the bond of human reason with
the objective reality of things," he said. "The pandemic, on the other
hand, urges us to adopt a sort of 'reality therapy' that makes us con-
front the problem head on and adopt suitable remedies to resolve it."

Governments can help by engaging citizens more and fostering
constructive discussion, he said. "The lack of resolute decision-mak-
ing and clear communication generates confusion, creates mistrust
and undermines social cohesion, fuelling new tensions. The result is a
'social relativism' detrimental to harmony and unity."

Another area of concern, he said, is the field of multilateral diplo-
macy, which is undergoing "a crisis of trust" due to the reduced
credibility of many institutions.

When social or governmental agencies make important resolutions
or decisions "without a genuine process of negotiation in which all
countries have a say," the imbalance generates disaffection toward
these groups and makes them "less and less effective in confronting
global challenges," he said.

The pope also criticized a "form of ideological colonization" that "leaves
no room for freedom of expression." He said it "is now taking the form of
the 'cancel culture' invading many circles and public institutions."

"Under the guise of defending diversity, it ends up cancelling all
sense of identity, with the risk of silencing positions that defend a
respectful and balanced understanding of various sensibilities," he said.

Effective and respectful multilateral diplomacy is possible, he said,
but it calls for mutual trust, the willingness to listen and share differ-
ent views and to come to agreement and walk together.

The pope lamented the ongoing conflicts or tensions in Syria, Yemen,
Libya, Sudan, Ethiopia, Ukraine and Myanmar, among other places.

And he encouraged Israel and Palestine to "rebuild mutual trust and
resume speaking directly to each other, in order to reach the point
where they can live in two states, side by side, in peace and security,
without hatred and resentment, but the healing born of mutual for-
giveness."

He told the diplomatic corps these conflicts are worsened by the
abundance and ready availability of weapons. "We deceive ourselves
into thinking that these weapons serve to dissuade potential aggres-
sors."

Autonomous weapons' systems must come under international
scrutiny and nuclear arms must be abolished, he said, saying they
"are an inadequate and inappropriate means of responding to security
threats" and their possession "is immoral."

Pope Francis also called for increased funding of education, which
is critical for young people's spiritual, moral and social growth.

"It pains me, then, to acknowledge that in different educational
settings — parishes and schools — the abuse of minors has oc-
curred," he said. "These are crimes, and they call for a firm resolve to
investigate them fully, examining each case to ascertain responsibility,
to ensure justice to the victims and to prevent similar atrocities from
taking place in the future."

The pope also thanked those who work to ensure that migrants
"are welcomed and protected, and to support their human promotion
and integration in the countries that have received them."

Some states face great difficulties with a large influx of people, he
said, and "no one can be asked to do what is impossible for them, yet
there is a clear difference between accepting, albeit in a limited way,
and rejecting completely."

"There is a need to overcome indifference and to reject the idea that
migrants are a problem for others" and, instead, to adopt coherent
and comprehensive ways to coordinate policies on migration and asy-
lum, the pope said.

"The issue of migration, together with the pandemic and climate
change, has clearly demonstrated that we cannot be saved alone and
by ourselves," he said, calling for people to recover "our sense of
shared identity as a single human family."§

VATICAN CITY — During his annual speech to diplomats
January 10, Pope Francis repeated his support for vaccines
against COVID-19. (Vatican Media)


